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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A Pamphlet under a ſimilar Title with this 
has been publiſhed in England, and has already 
run through ſeveral Editions. It is moſt admi- 
rably calcylated to produce the greateſt good in 
that Kingdom, but is, in many parts, totally 
inapplicable to this; the Editor, therefore, hopes 

that he will have rendered an eſſential ſervice 

to the public, and at the ſame time extended 
the views of the truly Chriſtian Author, if, in- 

Read of reprinting it from the London Edition, 

he has procured a perſon perfectly adequate to 

the taſk to give it an Iriſh dreſs, and accommo- 

date it to the circumſtances of this Country. 


February 16, 1799. 
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1. AM a Wesen ihm, aud an knee den 
man. I am attached to my native land beyond any 
other ſpot on the earth. I am ready to facrifice my 
life for its interefts, and to ſpend the little property 
I poſſeſs in ſecuring its happineſs. I therefore feel 
myſelf warfanted to call upon all true Triſhmen, to 
lend, at leaſt, a 1 attention to what 1 have 0 
propoſe to them. I think for myſelf, and write 481 
think; 1 wiſh them to read and to judge for them- 
felves. WY 
It is agreed on all hands that our a faire, are fas 
m3 defpetate ſtate; our difficulties and ES | 
multiply from day to day. War has been long 
flicting us from abroad; *heart-burnings, bar 5-0 | 
contents, © and infurte cles, from within. N vm⸗ 
ders of our countrymen have periſhed by Tea anf 
nd. The fword has cut off its hundreds, and 
diſeaſe its thouſands; millions; and millions of mo» 
ney are daily expending; trade and manufactures 


B languiſh ; 
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languiſh; public credit was never more deeply 
haken than we have lately ſeen it; Government 
ſecurities never at a lower ebb; our national debt 
encreaſes, and we begin to feel, a e e 
have often talked to us of, the preſſure of taxes. 
Our very tars, among whom it was our pride to 
count ſo many Iriſhmen, ſuffered themſelves to be 
deluded for a moment, and made our hearts ake. * 

Some would even make us call in doubt the fide- 
lity of our national troops, and labour to excite- 
our fears, where we ought chiefly to place our re- 
liance. Religious aſperities, after a fleep of one 
hundred years, are once more awakened, and made 
inſtruments of ambition and defign to divide and 
inflame' us againſt each other, and to renew the 
miſeries which they have ſo often entailed .upon this 
country. The wicked, the ſeditious and the de- 
luded ptoyoke, and the law puniſhes; and between 
the horrid exceſſes of the one, and the neceſſary 
rigour of the other, a great part of the kingdom i is 
filled with fire and blood. The war, of which his 
| therto we have only. felt. the diſtant effects, appears 
now to be Approaching to our doors, and to the 
ſeats of gur family comforts and enjoyments. The 
French Pully, and vapour, and threaten, and their 
emiſſaries and ſupporters, who no longer eonceal 
| themſelyes, repeat, their threats, and. exaggerate 
their power, and arga thouſand times more virulent, 
and vindiCtive, and ſanguinary than even our an- 
cient and natural enemieg—all i is alm. and , 
OF; e e Fo 
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1 5 indeed true, that we are not without Glam. 
_ thing to put to the other ſide of the account. We 
tave had many ſignal ſucceſſes in the courſe of the 
War—we have taken many fine iſlands and colonies 
from our enemies—ave have never ſeen their fleets 
without beating them—we have taken the round of 
them, and all in their turns have vaniſhed before the | 
fuperior ſkill and eonduct of our Admirals, and the 4 
bravery of our feamen ; and, what never could 
have been ſaid on any other occaſion, ſcarce a ſhip 
of war of ours has been taken, and not one foot of 
Britiſh land has been loſt in any part of the world. 
It muſt alſo be allowed, that our enemies are {till 
in a worſe ſtate than we are. There is not under | 
che ſun, there never has been under the ſun, a'more 
wretched people than the French: their King, their 
Queen, many of the royal blood; the beſt of their 
nobility, of their Clergy, of their gentry, of their 
wealthy and reſpectable merchants, and even of 
their honeſt mechanics, and farmers, and labourers 
have ſhed their blood on the ſcaffold, or been ſhot, 
ſtabbed, drowned, or poiſoned. Numbers of all 
theſe deſcriptions have fled to other countries, de- 
ſtitute and helpleſs; and of thoſe who remain, a 
great part have been plundered of their property, 
and deprived of all the comforts and convenfencies 
of life. Religion, law, order and good govern- 
ment are at an end among them. Even they who 
ſubmit to the preſent rulers, and ſwear allegiance to 
the preſent power, cannot hope, for a day, to be ſafe 
"__ the general „„ if eſcape either 
death 


PS 


a5 death or - baniſhurient, * are ſtill liable 10 be a. 
Ie dered and pillaged o on gyery wanton pretext, and to 
de facrificed to the necellities « of the army, of which 
their -ufurpers are afraid, and which muſt be fed 
and paid. at all events, let who will luer and de 
reduced to miſery, -. 
In Spain the caſe i is not 1 a Being 1 
vided into two parties, one betrayed the other to 
the French, who, compelled them. to make war 
againſt us, though contrary to their known inte- 
reſts, and the conſequence j is, that they haye been 
beat moſt dreadfully ; that their dear friends and 
allies are become their tyrants, apd treat them 
with ſuch. haughtineſs and jnſolence, that, if they 
dared, they \ woyld cut the throats of every French, | 
man in their eguntry, oy N 
Tbe Dutch are {till worſe off; ; their trade. is de. 
ſtroyed ; their colonies are in our bands; the 
French have drained them of their money, theix 
goads, and almoſt every thing ey had; they have 
an army in, the midſt of them, and in all their 
ſtrong towns, -dragooning them into all their mea - 
ſures, baniſhipg, impriſonipg, and pillaging even 
| thoſe who were at firſt the moſt forward and active 
in giving up the country to. them, and forcing them 
to ſit out ſhips to fight againſt us, when (although 
they think themſelves obliged to behave like men, 
let Who will be their opponents), they are much 
more inclined tg fight for us. But what are we the 
better for all this? In ſpite of the dreadful things 
that have happened to our enemies, in ſpite of all 
the 


mo 

the conqueſts we have made, and all the ſkips we 
haye taken, what is our ſtate at this hour? We ard 
threatened with invaſions; 3. we are dirided and 
Weakened by parties * factions; we are ſinking 
into gloom and defpair, And yet the French beet 
that was intenged to inyade us was diſperſed, by 
the breath of Proxidencę, and the ov ject of the 
expedition completely defeated, The ſeditious ſpi- 
rit in the North ſeems faſt, to ſubſide ; numbers of 
the deluded haye availed themſelves of the proela- 
mation, and have returned to their allegiance, and 
to their uſual occupatiqus, and induſtriqus purfuits. 
Our credit has nat only not loſt ground of late, but 
18 locking up again ; a moſt plentiful haryeſt and mild 
ſeaſon, have reduced the prices of all the neceſſariey 
of like, below what they haye been long remember · 
ed. Travel from one end of the ifland tor the other; 
and, except in thoſe diſtricts Where che arts and 
miſrepreſentatians of incendjarjes ard at the mo- 
ment, goading the deluded peaſants inta outrage 
and violence, vou will ſee exery mark of the great: 
eſt plenty, and proſperity the land has ever enjoyed, 
The linen markets in the North were never more 
flouriſhing, never more crowded with buyers, ot 
diſtinguiſhed by higher prices. Every whereagricub 
ture and tillage are improving, and every field pro: 

ducing more than ever it did before. Yet ſhut your 
eyes, and open your ears; and liſten to our oratens, 
and our newſpaper writers, and our paniphleteers, 
and. we ſhall hear of nothing but grievahees and 
ppproſion, and ye and perſecution, and ruin. 

Now 
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EY en what is the meaning of all this ? How comes 
it to paſs, after all our wonderful eſcapes, after all 
dur glorious victeries, in the midſt of fo much 
plenty and ſeeming proſperity, that we not only 


thinks ourſelves upon the brink of ruin, but perhaps vi 
.  reillyare fo? The anſwer is plain and ſhort: We are tl 
not-Reformed—a thorough Reform would ſet all right, tl 

- and reſtore us to peace and happineſs. But what is Xx 
that Reform that would do all this good; ? To anſwer | h 
this queſtion is my object in writing. Some think * 
2 Neform in Parliament will alone be ſufficient, and Me 


that Reform to eonſiſt only in Members being choſen i 
in a different manner. Some are for what they call 
Catholic Emancipation ;—ſome for leſſening the 
power and influence of Goyernment ;—ſome for 
aboliſning Tythes fore for making an immediate 
peace with' France ;—ſome for - eſtabliſhing a Re- 
| public on the French plan. The laſt would, in- 
deed, be a decifive meaſure, . and do its own work 
completely; but as for the reſt, they are all, to my 
mind, paltry, partial Reforms, which can do little 
1 good, and may do much miſchief, -- _ 
If every man in the kingdom had a vote for a 
Memder of Parliament, what would be the conſe- 
quence? Why each Member would be choſen by a 
Mob. And whom would the Mob chooſe? Why 
the man that made the loudeſt ſpeech, and the largeſt 
promiſts. And who would this be? Why he that, 
having neither property, nor character to loſe, was 
3 TEE to get into the Hoek, in 
3 hopes 
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"RY of being aid for breaking every promiſe he 
had made. 


As to Catholic We 1 really do not know 


what the term means, asit applies to the great body. 


of that deſcription of ſubjects. I know no diſtinc- 
tion between a'Roman Catholic of my rank in life, 


and myſelf, with reſpett to our civil franchiſes. . He 
votes for a Member in Parliament as I do, and is 
therefore repreſented in Parliament as I am. He has . 
the ſame protection of property, and of perſon 
from the ſame laws, in the enacting of which he 
has the fame. ſhare. He can purſue his. induſtry 
with. the ſame ſecurity, and ſecure the fruits of it 
for himſelf and his family by purchaſe or otherwiſe, 
in-the ſame way. In what then is he to be eman&- 

pated ?. Something, indeed, remains yet to be 
granted, and which a perſeverance in loyalty and 
quiet would, Lam perſuaded, have obtained before 
this, by which three or four wealthy individuals 
might gratify their ambition or their vanity ; but 
what the general body ſuffers from this point being 
withheld; or what the granting of it could effect to · 
wards the Reform of that deſcription of ſubjects, 

is beyond my comprehenſion to diſcover. _ 5 

With reſpect to the power and influence of Govern- - 

ment, .I-never knew. a man, who when he was out 
of office, did- not complain of them, and as ſoon as 

he got into office, did not exert them, and ,endea- - 
vour to. encreaſe them: if he leſſened them in one 
way, he took care to extend them in another: 
Much has F been W in that way by our 


. 
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| flare quacks and Sides I do not pretend to 
ſay that abuſes may not creep in, wherever there is 
power ; but every body knows that four millions of 
people cannot be governed without ſome powet : 
and if the ſupreme. magiſtrate has not lawful! power 
enough to govern them by, either he wilf not be 
able to govern them at all, (and then there can be 
nothing but confuſion and miſchief} or elſe he muſt 
govern. them by unlawful means; and I appeal to 
any man of common ſenſe, whether it is not better 
that a King ſhould govern according to fixed and 
fattled laws, which are known to all the nation, 
than by undue influence, WO" eee ang 
che like. 

- But- ſay ſome, eli Ger 1 fear this 
will not 'anſwer—T do not expect much towards 
a reform frem wrong and robbery. They who * 
underſtand thoſe things tell us, that the ſettlement 


_ of tythes in .thefe realms hath been by the ancient 


and undoubted laws of the land. When all the 
lands. of England were the demeſne of the Kings, 


and they enfeoffed the” Barons for the defence of 


the kingdom, reſerving to themſelves the royalties 
and other rights, one of theſe Rings 4, nearly a 
chouſand years ago, eonferred the tythes of all the 


kingdom upon the church by his royal charter f. 
The fame practice was atlopted here by our Kings, 


and great men, and has ſince been confirmed by 


and fo the lands have ern deſcended to 
N our 
* Lord Coke. * . + Ethelwulf. 5 


re 4s to. be forn in AN and i in 
* Maithew of Weſtminſter. | 
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our day, and until they came into the hands of the 
preſent owners, who muſt have paid more for the 
purchaſe, and requited larger rents from their te- 
hants, if they had not been thus charged. Hence, 
whatever right they may have to the other nine 
parts of the fee ſimple, or leaſe, they have certainly 
none Whatever to the tythe or tenth, which is no 
more theirs, chan the other nine Parts are thẽ Cler- 
gy* 8. I cannot, therefore, agree in the idea of 
robbing one man more than another of what the 
Law ſecures to him! It i is a rule that may extend 
to every other ſpecies of property. As to tlie wolder 
or occupier, J am of the ſame opinion with an ho- 
neſt, cool- headed, "reaſoning neighbour of mine, 
who on aſking who were to have the tythes when 
they were taken from the Parſon, and being told 
they would be the Landlord's, then, ſaid he, 1 
10 had rather they ſhould remain as they are; for 1 
can always deal better with the Parſon than with 
„ the Landlord, and even with the Proctor, pad a8 
„ he may be, than with the Agent. e e es een 5 
As for a Republic on the French plan, Lord de- 

fend me and mine from it! 1 have watched it from | 
its firſt riſe to its preſent power, and 1 have ſeen no- 
thing but murder, and maſſacre, and robbery, ' aid 
injuſtite, and every thing that is execrable in the 
eyes of God or Man, märk its progreſs and its eſ- 
tabliſhment. I have feen it ſetting out upon à ſyſtem 
that, if it were to prevail univerſally, would make 
a Hell upon Earth, It is a ſyſtem that holds out the 
actual pollelore of 1 or Ness, or conſe- 

c G 1677 75 quite; 
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quence, or riches, as fair plunder to thoſe who 
chance to have none of theſe advantages. But who 


will not ſee that this muſt go on for ever? You, or 
thoſe who may claim under you, can have no more 


title to what you will have robbed me of, than you 
allowed me to have; you will therefore be robbed, 
and plundered, and diſpoſſeſſed in your turn, and 
ſo from age to age men will be cutting each others 


throat, and pillaging and plundering each other in 


endleſs ſucceſſion. But it will be ſaid, © all this 
« will be ſet- to right. with time z—in the mean 
„ while try the Revolution. But if we are to have 


our throats cut, that our grand- children may have a 


chance of enjoying their lives and their property, 
in the ſame ſecurity in which they have been fo long 


enjoyed under the preſent ſyſtem, I have no appetite 


to try the experiment. I have ſeen it already tried 


in France, and I am fully ſatisfied. I have ſeen it 


for ſeven years producing confuſion, oppreſſion, 
cruelty, poverty, all ſorts of miſchief and wicked- 


neſs, as well to its original ſupporters, . 1 


poſers, and no good whatever. 
But a peace with France; what can be ſaid to this ? 


A very ſhort anſwer. They will not make peace with 


you; they will exterminate you, and cut you off from 


| among the nations of the earth. No,” ſay our great 


core and eſſay writers, © they will fraternize with 

e you.” Yes, as Cain ffraternized with Abel, yes as 
the French themſelves have fraternized withFlanders, 
to plunder and rob, and confiſcates and drain you by 
forced loans and contributions, that you may ſupply 
the total loſs of their own wealth and refources. 


* 2 


* 
; 1 
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They will admit you to their alliance;“ yes, aß 


they have admitted Holland, and Spain, and Ve- 


nice, and the unfortunate Pope, to diſpoſe of your 


arms, and your fleets,. and your reſources, to the 


eſtabliſhing of their own univerſal dominion, and 


not to let you even “ think but as they pleaſe. » / 

I truſt I have now ſhewn that none of the above 
plans will. anſwer our purpoſe. Let us then try to 
find out one that will. But that I may not be taken 
for a quack doctor, before I preſcribe the cure, let 
me try to find ſome of the great cauſes of our pre- 


ſent unhappy ſtate ;- and in order fo to do, let us 


take a ſhort-yiew of all ranks of * * 
ning with the higheſt. 9 9 


Of che King, if I knew ever ſo many bad * | 


I ſhould be cautious how I mentioned them, becauſe 


I have no inclination to be hanged or tranſported; 


but, in truth, 1 know no harm of him; his private 
life every body ſays is good, and I think his public 
conduct has been good alfo. - Of this I am ſure that 


this nation owes him more than to any other King 
that ever ſat on the throne. The ſhortening the dura. 


tion of our Parliament, the emancipation of our 
Legiſlature, the freedom and extenſion of our com- 
merce, the independence of our judges, the com- 


munication. of the aan of the Britiſh conſtitu - 
.  tiow 


To conſolidate the power of the Republic, ſays Buon- 


aparte, in his anſwet to one of the Pariſian addreſſes, © you muſt | 


* henceforth ſuffer no ideas to ech in * World bet ery of 
the Great Nation.“ _— . 
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tion to every claſs of. our fellow ſubjeQs, are, among 


- . the many proofs of his royal diſpoſitions to promote 


the intereſt and happineſs of this land, which de- 
mand our warmeſt gratitude and attachment, in ſo 
much that We at leaſt may fairly n the beſt of 
our Kings. 


„Of his ivpreſentative i. in this 3 1 have.ne- 


over heard: but one opinion; amiable and. conciliat- 
ing in his manners, regular and ſtrictly proper in 
his conduG, a fond parent, an affectionate huſband, 
with a humane heart and a ſound underſtanding, 
he has not only eſcaped the cenſure even of our 
moſt violent oppoſitioniſts, but frequently extorted 
their praiſe. To all who love the Conſtitution, 
and wiſh to ſee it preſeryed in Church ànd State, 


he bas moſt ſingularly recommended himſelf. He 


undertook the Government of the country under 
circumſtances which might well have made the 
boldeſt ſhrink from i it; and by a ſteady, uniform, 
and reſolute conduct, he has hitherto. guided us 
through the ſtorm, with a e of which many 
dleſpaired. 

Having no more Ae t to ſee the inſide of New- 
gate than to try the air of Botany Bay, I ſhall be 
cautious. in what I have to ſay about the Parliament, 
Of the-preſent Parliament, indeed, we can as yet 
ſay nothing, except that when we look to the taxes 
for the preſent year, we ſee a moſt marked leaning 
towards the eaſe of the lower orders, and that they are 
- richwho principally bear the additionalburdens of the 
. ſtate, With reſpe& to the late Parliament, without 


allowing 
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+ Allowingit the privilege of all dead perſons, to ſay 
| nothing of it but good, its Journals can ſhew many 
ſalutary regulations for which the nation is indebted 
to it. It paſſed many excellent laws, and though 
there were many ſtrong ones, yet who that will 
judge impartially for his country will ſay, that the 
times did not require them, and that it is not to 
them we owe all that we at this moment enjoy? 
This praiſe the laſt Parliament deſerved, and this I 
hope the preſent will alſo merit. I will, however, 
beg leave to aſk: two or three ſhort queſtions, and | 

et thoſe whom the cap fits wear it. 
When the law forbids bribery, can It be right to J. 
bribe? | | 


When a man is employed in enacting regulations 
for the preſervation of morality and religion, is it 
conſiſtent to ſhew to the world that he has We 11 
neither morals nor religion 

When a man undertakes to act for others can it 
< be right to neglect his truſt ? 22 2 8 | 
When acting for others, ought we to e | 
their intereſt or our own? 1 
5 As for the Britiſh Miniſtry, I allow that they con- [: i 
ducted affairs very well till the war began; J allow 14 
N too, that we have had great ſucceſſes ; but yet I am JI. 
| not convinced that things might not have been ma- | 1 
8 naged better and at leſs expence. I ſhould, how- | 
8 ever, be more ready to blame Miniſters in both 
e 
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countries, if I was not fully convinced that they , 
have been prevented from doing their beſt by the I 
oppoſition in both countries. And now my patience 


£243; | 
to any man who. really loves his country, than to 
ſee men pretending. to love their country, and to 
wiſh to. ſave it, and yet, inſtead of doing all in 
their power to help things forward, doing all in 
their power to hinder every meaſure propoſed 3 and 
at laſt, quitting their poſt at the very moment, 
hen (as they thertiſelves allow) the country is in 
the utmoſt danger poſſible? This queſtion applies to 
the Oppoſition on both ſides of the water. But in 
the condutt of our Oppoſition there are many things 
that muſt add to our indignation, To hear them de- 


claim with as much vebemence, as if they were in 


earneſt, againſt the influence of the Britiſh Miniſter, 


and the interference of a Britiſh Cabinet, and yet. 
maintain, themſelves, a conſtant intercourle with the 
heads. of the. oppoſition in England, the would-be 
miniſters; receive their directions, adopt all their 
conduR, applaud them for ſacrificing the indepen - 
dence of our Parliament, by introducing into the 
Engliſh Parliament queſtions, that concern ourſelves 
excluſively, and leave no doubt, how implicitly they 
would ſubmit to their controul, were their great ob- 
jeſt to: be ſecured, and thoſe who are at preſent in 


power ſhould be turned out to make way for them! 
They did fo when in office with the Engliſh Secretary 
al their own party; they would do ſo to-marrow 


ſhauld their party come in. But beſides; this, I do 
not heſitate to ſay, that we are indebted to them 


ſor molt of the miſeries with which the diſturbed 


ay | man 
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man read their ſpeeches in e their 
ſpeeches at public meetings, and he harangues 
of thoſe of them that are lawyers in the Courts ot 
Juſtice, and put together the whole of their con- 
duct, and ſay, whether without thoſe ſpeeches and 
harangues, and that conduct the wretched combi- 
nation of all that is low and contemptible in the 


Fingdom, could have acqwred the conſiſtancy, the 


arrangement, the confidence that now render it ſo 
formidable? I ſay nothing of the hopes, with which 
their exaggerated repreſentations of the general dif. 
content, their invectives againſt the Government, 
the imputation of cruelty and oppreſſion, in Which 
it is impoſſible for them to believe, their paney- 
gyries upon every thing that is French, and their 
depreciation of every thing that is Britiſh or con- 
nected with Great Britain, have inſpired our ene · 
mies; encouraging them to reject all vvertures of 
peace, and holding out this country as an eaſy con- 
queſt, that only waits for their * to take 
poſſeſſion of it. | 

From this view of the 8 and the Par- 
lament let us turn to the conduct of the Nobility 
. and Gentry in general, including the officers of the 

Navy and Army, and the higher claſſes of Law, 
Phyſie, and Commerce. Thank God! you will 
find among them ſome excellent people; and in ge- 
neral they are willing to aſſiſt the poor, and not to 
oppreſs them. But do not luxury, corruption, 


adultery, gaming, pride vanity, idleneſs, extrava- 
— d diſſipation prevail too 93 Are 
they | 


they all as $ diligently fc as they ought 10 be; 
either in the "ſervice of their King and Country, 


or in regulating t their own families, or being uſe- 


ful to their neighbours, in thoſe places where their 


property or their influence lie? What example Ws. | 


they ſet to the lower orders, of whoſe exceſſes,” 'ofi- 


ginating from a contempt or ne ey wy wood. E 


ly complain? © 


Of the biſhops and clergy of all nnn | 


I ſhould be very: forry to ſay any thing that might 


leſſen them in eyes of the nation; for, If we 


are to be preſerved, it muſt be by their means. * ' 
The biſhops of the eſtabliſhed- church are, in ge- 
neral, learned and good men, and much are we in- 


debted to the King and his adviſers for having ſet 


ſugh a man at the head of the church, as now fills 
that t important ſtation. Of ſome few of them, in- 


deed, I cannot refrain from ſpeaking in terms of the 


moſt unqualified diſapprobation. Although veſted 


, with the moſt ſacred of all truſts, they fly from their 


poſts, and, at a moment when their preſence is moſt 


wanting, to their clergy and others to inſtruct, to 


direct, to encourage, to conſole, they chuſe to fly 
on different pretexts, and reſide in another kingdom. 
Theſe are the worſt. of abſentees, ſpending-the in- 
comes of. their ſees on themſelves and their families, 


without the ſmalleft advantage to the country which | 


has ſo liberally provided for them, that they might in- 
ceſlantly watch over the intereſts. of virtue and reli- 


gion, and giving ſuch juſt cauſe of diſcontent and 


grief, to the Proteſtant, and of ridicule, abuſe; and 
triumph to the Diſſenter. If we look to thoſe of 
I that 
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that body, who have a more proper ſenſe of their 


high function, and are employed where they oughty 


to bez we ſhall find that they take more pains, and 
have more work to do, than is generally. ſuppoſed. 
Vet, if St. Paul were among them, I think he 


would. work harder than any of them; and adopt. 


ſome ſtronger meaſures to bring back to their duty 
ſuch Clergymen as have deſerted it. For (forryl 


am to ſay it) though- you will find ſo many among 


the lower Clergy who do their duty and take care of 
their flocks, you will find too many alſo, who ne- 
glect both, and ſpend their time in public places, in 
dancing or card- playing, or dangling 3t the Caſtle, 
or elſewhere, in hopes of preferment. Tf ſuch be- 
lieve in a day of reckoning, I can only ſays oy: 
have à ſort of courage, which Phave not. 


As to the Biſhops and Clergy of the Roman Catho: 
lic perſuaſion, Fam told that amongſt them ther are 


many learned and exemplary men. But ate they all of 


that independent mind that will ſerve them to ſpeax 


candidly and roundly to thoſe on whom they depend 
for their ſubſiſtence? Do none of them conform 
themſeloes to the manners of the claſs of people 


with whom they chiefly converſe; and accompany. 
them to the Ale-houſe or the Dram-ſhop ? Are they 
forward or zealous in inculcating that loyalty and 


ſabmiſſion to legal Government, which they tell us 
they learn from their religious principles? And are 
they as attentive to the morals of their flock, and to 


thy EI the TRY amongſt them, as they are to 
| D outward ; 
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outward: rites and . ahd. the diſtindtions 
that unhappily ſeparate n 

To the diſſenting Clergy 1 would apply all that 1 
have fajd of the Raman Catholics, ſubſtituting to 


the laſt queſtion this plain one : Do they make vel 
Bion and morals more the ſübject of their exhorta- 
tions than politics ? Have they nothing to anfwer 


for the innovating — chat has filled the —_— 
with crimes? © ' - 

Among the Lawyers, e Traders, Far- 
mers, and others engaged in buſineſs, we find many 
honeſt, generous, and charitable men; but we alſo 
find among them many diſhoneſt, profligate; and 
covetous characters. The very beſt of them are, I 
fear, as much engroſſed by worldly buſineſs, and 


wordly cares and wordly amuſements, as if they 


were to live here for ever, How little of their time 
or their attention do they take-from thoſe purſuits 
to devote to religion, or to their, improvement in 
virtue and morals? How few of the firſt of thoſe 
\ deſcriptions: ſhew any ſenſe of religion at all? And 
how many of them even boaſt that they have none ? 
\ Laſtly, look at the lower claſſes. How willingly 
veuld I draw a veil over ſome part of the picture 
which they preſent ? Great allowances ought: to be 
made for their little inſtruction and ſcanty advan- 
tages; and it muſt be confeſſed that, until of late, 
they were generally acquiring habits of induſtry, 
and making daily advances in morality and good 
order. Nay even at this moment, when the ſpigt 


of kcentiouſneſs and anarchy has ſo extenſively poſ- 


leſſed 


aa a -— 1 


e 
ſeſſed them, and driven ſuch numbers of them into 
every ſpecies of outrage-and violence, I think them 
to be, in their general deſcription, peaceable, well 
_ diſpoſed, amenable to law, with a turn for religion, 
and a deſire of inſtruction. But when I admit alt 
this, let us look a the public'ſtreets, let us look to 
the places of idle and profligate reſort, let us look 
to the inſide of their own dwellings, let us look to 
our priſons, and our courts. of juſtice, what drun- 
kenneſs, what blaſphemy, what riot and diſorder, 
what murders, and burnings, and rapine, what ſu- 
bornation and perjury, affail our ears and our eyes ? 
Even taking things in the moſt favourable light, are 
they all as honeſt, ſober and induſtrious, as we could 
wiſh them to be? Do they ſpend all they earn in 
feeding and clothing themſelves, and their wives 
and families; ? And do they earn all they can? Are 
the Sundays ſpent i in Church or at Chapel, or at, the 
Ale-houſe and Whiſkey-ſhop ! ? Abroad, in bad com- 
pany, or af home with their families ? Do they 1 in- 
ſtru& their children themſelves, or accept with 
hearty thanks choſe inſtructions which are provided 
for them by the bounty of their neighbours? _ 

Having now turned our eyes on the various claſſes 
of which this nation is compoſed, can we be at a loſs 
to know what that Reform i is, which our caſe re- 
quires ?—Surely, No. It is as plain, as plain can 
be, that the Reform we want, and the only Reform 
which can ſave us, (but which certainly will fave 
us, if adopted i in time) i 1 
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6. * Tnoxovon RRTroRM or 1 "AND 
PRACTICES, | AMONG ALL RAxks OF 3 
THROUGHOUT THE KINGDOM! : 

Let the King and Queen continue to ſet an exam. 
ple of Piety, Regularity, Sobriety, and conjugal 
Fidelity, to their children, their ſeryants, and all 
their ſubjects. Let them drive from their Councils, | 
and'their Court, all adulterers and adultereſſes; all 
gamblers; all, in ſhort, whoſe characters are noto- 
riouſly bad, of either ſex, and of every rank. 


. Let them avoid eyen innocent amuſements, if lia. 


die to produce immorality among pn which, 
alas! 1iͤ too often the caſe, | 


PM Ok hard hos, 8 with Greatneſs! 
* What infinite heart's-eaſe muſt ] Kinos beglec, 
221M "nr puny men enjoy? 


2 can take my Sunday evening 8 walk, chat with 
my neighbours, and view the beauties of nature, 
and no harm done. But if my gracious Sovereign 
could ſee but a ſmall part of the confuſidn, idleneſs, 
drunkenneſs, diſregard of the Sabbath, and other 
incalculable ill effects which are produced not only 
in Windſor, Eton, and the whole neighbourhood, 
but even in his. capital itſelf, by his merely appear. 
ing on Windſor Terrace; how gladly would he give 
up for the good of his People, that heart-felt ſatis- 
faction, which he has ſo often felt, from. Read- 
« ing his hiſtory i in a nation's eyes! 105 | 

Let his Majeſty's deputy in this kingdom obſerve 
che ſame rules. Let him eco that, as he repre- 
8 _ 


| - T-4a 0 | 

fents the power, he ſhould alſo repreſent the virtues 
of his Sovereign 3 that he is equally obliged to be 
watchful over his conduct, ſo as to give no counte- 
nance to the contempt of religion, the neglect of its 
ordinances, the violation of its Sabbaths, the deſer- 
tion of its temples, for which thoſe who uſually ap- 
proach him are, I had almoft ſaid, univerſally to be 
ſtigmatiſed. Let him recolleQ, that he alſo is a 
fpeQacle to the people, and that his conduct is a 
cauſe either of offenee and degeneracy, or of edifi- 
cation and improvement to the nation over which 


he preſides. And if ever theſe ſheets ſhould meet 
his eyes, let him be affured that theſe exhortations 


are riot meant for reproof, as if he fajled, but as in- 
citements to redoubled attention to theſe important 
points, towards which, in the high ranks of female 
ſociety, as ſuch an example is, alas 1 but too ne- 
ceſſary, ſo is he effectually aſſiſted by his virtuqus 
and amiable conſort, ; 


Let every Member of Parliament, whether peer 


or Commoner, reflect on the awful truſt committed 


to his care, and attend diligently to the execution of 
it. Not merely when a political diſpute arifes, but 
conſtantly and uniformly. Let no act receive its 
flat, without a ſtrict ſcrutiny into its merits. Let 
them reviſe, curtail, and methodiſe the whole code 
of ſtatute law, whoſe bulk and confuſion is ſuch, 
that I fear we may almoſt lay 2 
Mole ruit ful !” 
If but a ſmall part of that time, and thoſe ta- 
ems, which are waſted in long-winded harangues, 
and 
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and bitter diſputations, were thus applied; our. 
laws would acquire glearneſs, preciſion, and vigour,” 

The number, the length, and the ,exþence of our 
ſuits, would no more be the reproach of our nation. 
Imagination itſelf can hardly embrace the yarjet 
and the magnitude of the national beneſus, which 
would be thereby produced. 

Let thoſe, to whom the nden of the ex- 
ecutive government is committed, learn hy dear. 
bought and fatal experience, that their own arm, 
cannot ſave them. ; and that human laws and human. 
power can 'ayail nothing, without ſound principles 
and pure moralgs; and let them, therefore, without 
delay, bend the whole force of their tales to the 
reformation of theſe, WY: 

As for tholg who, from motives. of perſonal am- 
bitzon, advancement, or gain; from private pique, 
or party prejudice, or or any other ſiniſter deſign ; are 
ready to ſacrifice the public good, to their private. 
views; it is vain to waſte words on chem. —their | 
conſciences muſt be ſeared with a hot iron. 

To thoſe, on whom Providence has beſtowed 
rank, or honour, or wealth, or any other uſeful ta · 
lent, and who have not quite forgot who is the Giver 
of all good gifts, I next addreſs myſelf; earneſtly 
entreating them to withdraw their minds, for one 


moment, from all other purſuits, and to conſider 


their own ſituation, and that of their country ang 
of the ſurrounding nations. Where are now the 
rank; the honours, and the wealth of France, of 


TW of Holland, and of Italy? And where 
muſt 


Ls] 


mult thoſe of Britain thortly be; if their volteſſors 


will neither take warning from the fate of others, 
nor from the judgments of Heaven, juſt ready to 
fall on their own heads? It is yet in their power to 
fave their country, and their own ſouls: but not a 

moment muſt be loſt. Let them inſtantly quit the 
dice box, the turf, and the tavern; every wicked, 


and every trifling employment, and repair each to 


his proper ſtation. Let thema reform, firſt them- 
ſelves, their expences, their wives and children, 


their ſervants and dependents; and then exert all 


their influence, as landlords, as magiſtrates, as 
friends, and as neighbours ; encouraging and us 
tecting the Tober and induſtrious ; diſcouraging and 

puniſhing, with candour, but with vigour, the law- 
leſs and profligate. Few of thoſe, to whom I am 
now ſpeaking; are aware how much miſchief they 
occaſion, merely by. being in a wrong. place; or how 
much good they m¹ do, it they would only ftay 
where their lot has fallen. It was the obſervation of 
a man of much good fenſe and experience, —* That, 
if every gentleman would reſide on his eſtate, and 
every clergyman on his living, we ſhould need ne 
other Reformation.” Let thoſe, then, who fly to 
towns and cities, to public places, or foreign coun- 
tries, in ſearch of paltry amuſements, or under a 
_ falfe pretext, or at beſt a miſtaken notion, of re- 
pairing their ſhattered fortunes ; no longer think 


themſelves guiltigſ.— Numberleſs are the ways in 


which their Country is injured by their abſence: If 
dent at their family ſeats, their example, their 


influence, 
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inſſuence, their fortune, —every talent they polleſs; 


diſpenſes bleſſings on all around them. In any other 
place, they almoſt unavoidably do” miſchief, by ad- 
ding. to the number of thoſe, whom the vices of 


cities inevitably corrupt- 


But if purer motives cannot e let pelle 


plead the cauſe of patriotiſm. In a country like 


ours and Great Britain, a country gentleman 1 is the 


| firſt of all characters; and truly, when we view him 
" ſeated in the manſion of his anceſtors, ſurrounded 


by his family, his relations, his ſervants, his work-' 
men, his tenants and his neighbours, all in their due 


proportion, partaking of his hoſpitality, benevo- 


lence and protection, where ſhall we find a more en- 
viable object? But merely ſhift the ſcene, and place 
him in the capital, often in an inconvenient and in- 
commodious houſe, or paltry lodgings; where now 


are his honors, his influence, his reſpectability? All 


vaniſhed and loſt in the crowd. He becomes at once 


a mere cypher without uſe or value; ſpending his 


days in a club room, and his evenings in the tavern, 


or at the card table; and that income, which before 


promiſed him and others ſo much ſolid. and ſubſtan- 


tial comfort, will barely ſupply what are deemed the 
neceſſary ornaments and amuſements of life. Mean- 


time, his ſervants are tainted with the vices of the 


town, and infected with the dangerous ſpirit of the 


day; and it is well if his wife and daughter are pre- 
ſerved uninjured; their health certainly is not. 
Then bathing, or the wells, are ordered, and he is 


ſent with all his incumbrances to England or to the 


* | 1 
* 
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fea, to accumulate expences. His manſion-houfe i is | 


deſerted in the ſummer as well as the winter, and 
changed for a narrow lodging; habits of indolence 


and diſſipation are inſenſibly acquired, perhaps habits : 


of a worſe kind, if a worſe can be; and he who was 


the ſupport and ornament of a conſiderable diſtrict, 
the fond Parent, the indulgent Landlord, the hoſ-. 
pitable Neighbour, the liberal Benefactor, the re- 


ſpected Magiſtrate, ſinks into uſeleſs infignificance, 
and Contempt! 

Abandoned by their owners, our rillages might. 
ſtill have ſome hope left, if they were not. alſo: 
abandoned by their pasToRs 3 by thoſe, whoſe: 


bunden duty it is to take care of them; and whoſe, 


breach of duty has this aggravation, that not. by dex. 


cent (as in the former caſe) but by their own ſolemn. 


acceptance, this duty attaches: Far be it from me 
to ſpeak diſreſpe&fully of the Clergy : I reverence 
their ſacred office: I look up to them; as the moſt. 


- pious, the moſt learned, and the moſt uſeful claſs 


of all. As individuals, they mult of courſe vary; 
and while ſome. are ably and diligently perform-, 
ing their duty, others wag? notoriouſly e 
their's. | 

It has too long been the falſe and ſhatlow * 
of irreligious and worldly-minded Men, to de- 
prive the Clergy - of the exerciſe of thoſe rights, 
which they receive not from man; and which man, 


therefore, cannot take from them. It ſeems al- 


moſt forgotten, in theſe days of novelty, when 


every thing ancient and Fenerable is deſpiſed, that 


E | Chriſtians 


[26 J 


Chriſtians are a regular ſociety, formed by CHRIS 
himſelf, under rulers and officers appointed by him, 
with authority to appoint others to ſucceed them ; 
and thus our preſent Biſhops and Clergy derive 
their authority by regular ſucceſſion from Him to 
whom all power was given, and who, if he had 
feen fit, could have inveſted them with temporal 
authority alſo: but this he did not; on the con- 
trary, He and his Apoſtles every W in the moſt 
explicit terms, enjoin all Chriſtians to ſubmit like 
others to their lawful Governors. In temporal mat- 
ters, therefore, our Biſhops and Clergy poſſeſs only 
- ſuch powers as are given them by the laws of this 
land: but, in all firitual concerns, they derive 
their authority from Him by whom Kings reign, 
and are bound to exert it for the benefit of that 
body over whom they are appointed. 

With all poſſible deference, I ſubmit it to the 
conſideration of our Governors, both in Church 
and State, whether any Society can long flouriſh, 
or even exiſt, without Regulation and Reform ? 
and whether the Church of Ireland can form an 
exception to this rule? I earneſtly entreat them 
to conſider the preſent ſtate of Religion and Morals 
in this Kingdom To conſider how impoſſible it is 
for human Laws to coerce a people, who have loſt 
all ſenſe of the Divine Law ; who are no longer 
reftrained by the diQates of conſcience ; and who, 
conſequently, abſtain from no crimes, but ſuch 
as are prohibited by the law of the land, and from 
Hoſe, only wane the danger of puniſhment is ſo 

apparent, 
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apparent, as to overcome the force of corrupt paſ- 
ſions and pampered appetites ! Whatever may be 
the reſult of ſuch an inquiry, it ſurely muſt be ad- 
mitted, that the enforcing the reſidence of our pa- 
rochial Clergy is indiſpenſably requiſite ; and that 
the times call for uncommon exertion in all; eſpe- 
cially in thoſe, who have the care of our principles 
and our morals. Never did the powers of dark- 
neſs exert themſelves more, or with more ſucceſs. 
Do other powers exert themſelves as much to coun- 
teract them? treaſon, ſedition, and mutiny, have 
appeared ; and new laws have been. made to pre- 
vent their growth; and we all feel, and moſt of us 
acknowledge, that this was right and fit. But do 
not adultery, gaming, Sabbath -breaking, negleQ of 
public worſhip, and above all, lukewarmneſs and 
indifference about Religion itſelf, prevail, to a de- 
gree unknown in any former age ?—to a degree, 
which ſeems to portend the eradicating Chiſtianity 
in this quarter of the World? And where are the 
laws againſt theſe ? Shall I be told that there are 
ſuch already in our Statute Books ? The ſame was 
ſaid as to the laws againſt treaſon and ſedition ; 
but by whom was it ſaid? Was it by thoſe, who 
' wiſhed to prevent Ach crimes ? or thoſe who by their 
writings and ſpeeches, had encouraged them? 

In the Name, therefore, of that Gop who made 
us; of that Saviour, who died to redeem us; 
and of that BLESSED SPIRIT, who is ever ready to 
aſſiſt our weak but ſincere endeavours; I call on 
every Biſhop, Prieſt, and Deacon, who has devoted 

himſelf 


* 
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himſelf to the . of God in the Church of 


Ireland, to lay aſide every avocation, and in- 
ſtantly to exert his utmoſt powers, in the preſerva- 
tion of our holy Religion, So ſhall he fave 
many ſouls from death, and hide a multitude of 
ins. 

The ſame actiattuion 1 would addreſs to the 
Clergy of all denominations. I would exhort the 
Piſſenting Clergyman to reflect whether it is from 
the avowed ſubverters of all Religion, from Free- 
thinkers and Atheiſts, that he is to expect that form 
of Church Government to which he is fo zealouſly 
attached? or if he promotes his' own cauſe, or the 
caufe of his Religion, by countenancing his hearers 
in their partiality to French principles, and their 

expectations of a force to ſubyert the preſent or-. 

: der of things. I would exhort the Roman Catho- 
lic Clergyman to refle& what chance he can have, 
not only to obtain the place held by the eſtabliſhed | 
Clergy, but even to be left in his preſent ſituation, 
or in a way to diſcharge the duty he owes to his Flock, 
ſhould thofe of his profeſſion, who have united them. 
felves with the malcontents of the North, ſucceed in 
their fchemesof changing the preſent Government for 
a French Republic. The example of the ſeat of his 
Religion, and of its venerable head, will afford him 
an infallible rule by which to judge. It calls upon 
him by all that is dear to him in his Religion, 
and by the immortal intereſts of thoſe, over whom 
he has been appointed the ſpiritual Director, to re- 
double his 5 Pre exertions; to make a common 
cauſe 
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eauſe with all the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and in- 
ſtead of prejudicing his hearers againſt their Pro- 
teſtant brethren, or raiſing a ſpiritual wall of ſe- 
paration between them, now that the legal wall 
has been broken down, to inculcate a ſpirit of mu- 

tual loye and beneyolence, and to have no antipa- 
thies but againſt the advocates of immorality and 
licentiouſneſs, and no enemies but the enemies of 
Chriſt, | 

If any lawyers, 1 or others, who are en- 
caged in worldly buſineſs can ſpare time and 
W for one ſerious reflection, let that reflection 
be, „ how their account will ſtand at the Day of - 
Judgment?” how they will then anſwer for having 
joined“ night to day and Sunday to the week,“ in 
adding ſhilling to ſhilling, and guinea to guinea, 
inſtead of .purſuing their lawful calling, and de- 
voting to the ſervice of God, that ſmall portion of 
their time and thoughts which he claims; and 
which claim, if they have a juſt ſenſe either of their 
temporal or eternal intereſts, they will never more 
reſiſt. 

I now wiſh to addreſs myſelf to all the inhabi- 
tants of this iſland, but chiefly to thoſe” of the 
lower claſs, as id is called: to thoſe, who have 
neither rank or riches, but muſt earn their daily 
bread by their daily labour. You, my fellow- eoun- 
trymen, whether you know it or not, have ſouls to 
be ſaved; and muſt live for ever in another world.; 
and be there rewarded or puniſhed, as you have be- 
haved well or ill in this life. Even here, if you 

| behave 
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behave ill, you will ſuffer for it; ; and if you behare 


well, God and good men will aſſiſt you. If you 
are idle, do you not want bread? If you are 
drunken, do-not your wives and children ſuffer ? If 
you are diſhoneſt, do not you looſe your characters? 
If you are honeſt, and contented, and diligent, do 
you not find you are happy! ? By being happy, I dont 
mean that you have every thing you want, or that 
you have no ſickneſs or ſorrow !—that is ſuch hap- 


pineſs, as does not fall to the lot of any body in this 


world. Whatever you may think, the King upon 
his throne has more cares and vexations than you 
have. Many and many a night, when you are 
ſound aſleep, he and his Miniſters are hard at work, 
for you, and me, and all of us: And the caſe is the 
fame with the great and learned. Some of them; 
indeed, like ſome of you, negle& their buſineſs, 


and waſte their time in idleneſs and vice; but others 


work as hard or harder than you, 1 their work 
is of a worſe ſort. Your's preſerves your health; 


while their's defroys their health, and ſhortens their 


lives. God has ſo ordered it, that, in this life, no 
man ſhall be completely happy; but moſt men, let 
their ſituation be what it will, may be folerably 
happy, if it be not their own fault: and every man 
may be. completely happy for ever in another world; 


and the ſame means which will make him happy in 


another world, will commonly make him comforta- 
ble in this. 


— 


Let us, then, i inquire what thoſe means are: They 


may be expreſſed in two ſhort words 
BE 
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B E G O OD! 
- God, who made all things, has ſo made them, 
that it is impoſlible for a bad man to be happy. He 
has given us laws, and promiſed to reward us if we 
obey them, and to puniſh us if we do not. He com- 
mands us to love and fear him; to pray to him; to 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt his Son; to honour and obey 
the King, and all who are in authority under him; 
to ſubmit to our maſters, and all lawful governors. 
To reſpect God's miniſters, his Sabbath, and his 
church. To pay all their dues, whether tithes, 
taxes, cuſtoms, or other things. To obey the laws 
of the country in which we live. To do to others 
as we would have them do to us. To love our 
neighbovrs, and aſſiſt them as often as it is in our 
power. To be honeſt, ſober, modeſt, and decent. 
To work diligently, in order to get our living. 
To bear patiently ſuch misfortunes as befal us. To 
be thankful for ſuch good things as we enjoy; for 
our health, and ſtrength, and daily bread, and many 
other bleſſings which we are too apt not to conſider 
as we ought. They are all the * of God, and 
ought to be received as ſuch. 

Now I would aſk any fair man, if there i is ; any 
thing hard of unreaſonable in all this? Or whether 
he is not convinced that, if we would obey theſe 
laws, we ſhould be much happier than we are? For, 
ſorry I am to ſay it, we do not obey them as we 
ought. Inſtead of praying to him every night and 
morning, ſome, I fear, never pray at all; inſtead 


of * the King, and his Magiſtrates and Offi- 
cers, 
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cers, how many have been guilty lately of inſulting 

him and them! How many have joined in riot- 
ous mobs, and feditious clubs and meetings! 

How many have ſuffered themſelves to be deluded 

into unlawful and impious oaths, prepoſterouſly 

pledging themſelves to God, upon the Holy Goſpel 

of his Son, to commit robbery, murder, every 

crime that is moſt heinous in his ſight, or that can 

expoſe us moſt certainly to his wrath, and to eter- 

nal damnation, and thinking themſelves bound by 

- ſuch oaths! How many have been the dupes of a 

| ſet of wretches, who are going about, as St. Peter 

repreſents the Devil, ſeeking whom they may de- 

vour ; deceiving the ſimple and the ignorant by 

falſe repreſentations, feeding them with hopes which 

they can never make good, making them renounce 

all their preſent comforts and enjoyments, and all 

their induſtrious purſuits, and expoſe their wives 

and their children to be left without houſe or home, 

or ſupport, for a wild-gooſe-chace after ſomething, 

which ſome perſons, whom they do not ſo much 

as know, defire ſome perſons to tell them they are 

to get from the French, when they are to come over 

on floating iſlands, and blow the Britiſh fleet, that 

| now rides in triumph through the whole world, out 

1 of the ſeas? In ſhort, how many have thrown off 

| all religion, all fear of God, frequenting neither 

Church, Maſs, nor Meeting; or if they go to the 
Chapel or the Meeting Houſe, going there only to 

enter into wicked and ſavage combinations, and ts 

yn plans for robbing, and plundering, and mur- 

dering, 
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dering, as ſoon as the night comes on; or for trains 
ing themſelves to arms, that they may be the more 
expert to ſpill the blood of their clergy, their 
landlords, their neighbours, and former acquaint- 
ances and friends? 

Even amongſt thoſe who are not thus changed in- 
to ſavages, and cut- throats, and houſe-breakers, 
how many are there who ſhew every kind of diſre- 
ſpect to God's- Miniſters and Ordinances ? who 
{ſcarcely ever go to the houſe of prayer? who ſpend 
God's Day in doing more buſineſs thari on any 
other day in the week, or in jaunting about, or in 
getting drunk, though it is expreſsly ordered; that 
neither we, nor our ſervants, nor our'cattle, ſhall . 
work on that day, and that we ſhall keep it Holy? 
| Inſtead of paying to all their dues; how many try 
to cheat the eſtabliſhed: clergy of their tithes, and 
their prieſts of the little pittance they claim for 
their ſupport, and the King of his taxes, and buy 
ſmuggled goods wherever they can meet with them ? 
By theſe and many ſuch things, they offend againſt the 
laws of God, and the laws of the land. Who is 
there that always does as he would-be done by? that 
never ſpeaks ill of his neighbour ? that never tries 
to deceive, or defraud, or over- reach another ? how 
common are drunkenneſs, lewdneſs, gambling, 
and above. all, profane curſing and ſwearing, and 
the moſt ſhocking oaths, which give no pleaſure to 
any man, and are ſo abominable before God? How 
many never thank God for any thing? Are never 


contented, but grumble and complain, even when 
F | nothing 
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nothing ails them, and they are not in want? and 
what makes all the more unpardonable is, that we 
can none of us pretend that we are uninſtructed, or 
deprived of the means of knowing our duty. We 
bave eſtabliſhed Among us the moſt pure and perfect 
e to the primitive times of the Apoſtles, that 
any Chriſtian people ever enjoyed. No deſcription 
amongſt us are without ſufficient Chriſtian in- 
ſtruction to convey to us a knowledge of the 
virtues of the Goſpel. The Bible is in the hands 
of moſt people; it is explained to all; and if we 


would read it, or attend to the exphanaion, we 


could not fail to know our duty : but the truth i is, 
moſt of us know our duty, but will not do it. 

ls it any wonder then, that God ſhould puniſh us 
for all this ? He has given us ſuch good things as 


few other nations ever had. We have the free ex- 


erciſe of our Religion, through all denominations ; 
our perſons and our property are alſo free. As 
long as we tranſgreſs not the laws, we can go where 
we will, and do what we will; and ſo long as we 
do not injure others, nobody can injure us 
without being puniſhable for it. We live in a land 
of plenty, and the pooreſt perſon in it, that is ſober 
and frugal, can eat a more wholeſome and nouriſh- 
ing food, and can live in a more warm and com- 
fortable habitation, than thoſe of a much higher 
rank in moſt other countries. Great pains have 


been taken to make the people think otherwiſe, 


But I will appeal to every candid man, who has vi- 
| ſited 


CL 393 


ſited the other countries of Europe, if he has ever 
ſeen one, where the labourer, if he be induſtrious, 
and does not ſpend his money on ſpirituous liquors, 
or in ſome other looſe way, lives more comfortably, 
There is not a cottier in the kingdom who has not 
his cow's graſs, and his potatoe garden, at a rent 
perfectly proportioned to the wages he receives. 
He can have his flax ground, for the induſtry of 
his wife, at a rate equally proportionate to the value 
of the manufacture when he ſells it, and with that 
and his hog, which is ſeen in every cottage, he can 
clothe his family better and more warmly than any 
other man of his claſs, even in England. The 
wages of the common labourer are alſo more equal 
to his ſupport than in that country, notwithſtanding 
all that is ſaid to make him think otherwiſe. If he 
buys as many of the neceſſaries of life for his ſix- 
pence * as the Engliſh labourer can buy for his ſhil- 
ling, then may not his wages be ſaid to be twice as 
high as the wages in England ? But who does not 
know that this is the caſe ? Is not the price of bread, 
of meat, of firing, of clothing, of every thing 
that the poor man requires for his ſuſtenance and 
comfort known to be twice as dear in England as it 
is here? The ſame may be ſaid of the lower manu- 
facturers, as of the labourers ; and if their condi- 
tion be better, than that of the ſame claſs of people 
in England, how muſt it be when compared with 


the black rye bread, the cheſnuts, the garlick, the 


onions, 

* In moſt of the 1 all the cities ** great towns 

the hire of labour is now as high as in Egland. Then what is the 
inference ? 
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onlous; the wooden ſhoes of the French, who, thy 
are told, are to come and better their condition? 

It is not that I do not wiſh that they could live 
ſtill more comfortably than they do. I ſhould be 
happy to ſee the day when every man in the king 
dom could have his fowl or his joint of meat in his 
pot of a Sunday, as the good Harry the Fourth of 
France uſed to wifh for his people, but which thoſe 
who murdered his deſcendant have taken care ſhould 
never be their lot. What I want is this; that they 
ſhould not liſten to every idle, deſigning fellow, 
who would perſuade them that they are more poor 
and miſerable than perſons of their claſs in 
other countries, and make them quit their induſtry 
to engage in deſperate ſchemes that can only end in 
bringing themſelves and their wives and children to 
ſhame and beggary. I wiſh them to have much more 
wages than they now get, and they would deſerve 
them, if they would only be a little more induſtri- 
ous, if they would make a conſcience of earning 
them as they ought, if they worked as hard by the 
day, as they do by the great or the job, and if they 
carried all their money to their wives, inſtead of 
ſpending ſo much of it in the ale-houſe and dram- 
ſhop. 

The Concluſion of the whole is this: God has 
bleſſed this country beyond moſt others : We have 
the beſt Religion, the beſt form of Government, 
and the moſt plentiful land of any people upon 
Earth: But we have made ſuch a bad uſe of theſe 
bleſſings that we are in great danger of loſing 
them. We neglect God, his Service, and his 

Day. 
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Day. We call ourſelves Chriſtians, but we hardly 
know what the word means. Few conſider, that 
every man, who ſays he is a Chriſtian, ſays as fol- 
lows :—©* I am the Soldier and Servant of Jeſus 
Chriſt. I have renounced all ſin and wickedneſs, 
and all the vanities of this world. , I have owned 
that I am a finner, and that I can only be ſaved 
by the merits and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
in order to receive the henefits of theſe, I muſt 
repent of my ſins ; I muſt. believe in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and I muſt do what he has commanded. His com- 
mands are contained in the Goſpel ; I muſt, there- 
fore, read that, in order to learn my duty ; and, 
when 1 have learned it, I muſt do it faithfully and 
diligently.”? 
Ohl my Countrymen! if we would ao this, we 
ſhould be ſafe, and happy, and proſperous! God would 
make a hedge about us, and about all we have; 
and would defend us from all our enemies! We 
ſhould no longer be divided and weakened by par- 
ties and oppoſitions; for we ſhould all fear God, 
and honour the King, and love one another; and 
who would dare to invade us? Why are we, then, 
ſo blind to our intereſt, to reject peace and proſ- 
perity, when we might ſo eaſily obtain them? It 
you love your country, if you love your wives or 
your children, if you love yourſelves—reform your 
conduct before it be too late! The judgments of 
God are in the world: they have fallen upon 
France, upon Flanders, upon Holland ! they are 
ready to fall upon us. If we will not take warn- 
ing from all that has paſſed, and is now paſſing, al- 
moſt 
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moſt at our doors, we have no excuſe, and there- 
fore no room to hope that we ſhall. eſcape. But 
even if we could, what would it avail ? The Day 
of Judgment muſt come; when every one who has 
not repented and reformed, will be condemned 


to ſuffer the torments of Hell for ever! What 


thoſe torments are, we know not; and God grant 
we never may! but if there be any Truth in the 
Word of God itſelf, they are far greater, and 
more dreadful, than any ching Man ever felt, or 
can conceive. 


Look down, O God of all Mercy, on this 
Land! Open our eyes, that we may ſee thy Judg- 
ments hanging over our heads and ready to fall on 
us! Give us a juſt ſenſe of our guilt, and grace 
to amend our lives; and let our timely Repent- 
ance make us ſit objects of thy Mercy, and — 
the deſtruction of our Nation. 

Bleſs thy ſervant our King, with long life and 
peace. Give true Wiſdom to all thoſe who have 
any ſhare in the Government of our Country; that 
they may ſee and know, that neither our own 
arm, nor our own devices can ſave us; and may 
learn to look up to thee, O God of Hoſts, for 
thine almighty Aid. 

Give a double portion of thy Spirit, to the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of thy Church; that they 
may devote themſelves entirely. to thy. Service; 
| boldly 
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boldly rebuke vice; and by their diligence and 
zeal, by the ſoundneſs of their Doctrine and Ho- 
lineſs of their lives, may turn the hearts of this 
nation, from the luits of the fleſh, the vanities of 
life, and the deſire of earthly gain, to the know- 
ledge and love of thee and of' the Goſpel of thy 
Son. | 

Grant that thoſe, to whom thou haſt commit- 
ted Wealth, or Power, or Learning, or any uſe- 
ful Talents, may ever remember from whom they 
received them, and employ them for the good of 
all ; that ſo they may give in their account with 
joy at the laſt Day. | 

And, finally, we beſeech thee, to * us hum- 
ble and peaceable, ſober and diligent, juſt and mer- 
eiful; pious towards thee our God; loyal to our 
King, obedient to our Governors, relpectful to our 
ſuperiors, and kind and affectionate to all men: 
That, being protected by thy Almighty Power, we 
may paſs our time here in peace and comfort; and 
be made partakers hereafter, of eternal happineſs; 
through the merits and interceſſion of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt And let every true 
Iriſhman ſay, 


A M E N. 
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SHOULD any one, who has a ſhare in the Le- 
giſlature or Government of this Land, - peruſe theſe 
Pages, let him reflect ſeriouſly how he can anſwer 
to God and his Country, for ſitting tamely by, 
without attempting to repreſs thoſe groſs- Crimes, 
which, if ſaffered to continue; muſt bring us to 
Deſtruction. If he wants Reſolution, he is unfit 
for his Station. Let him no longer fear the Scoffs 
of a few 1 impious Wretches ; but uniting with other 
ſerious and active Men, and avoiding all Heat 
and Enthuſiaſm on the one hand, and all Luke- 
warmneſs and Timidity on the. other, let them 
conſider what are the reigning. Vices, and at leaſt 
attempt to check them. 

Adultery rages ; and, whilſt o our Law gives large 
damages to the injured man, no atonement whatęver 
is made to our injured God / nay, both he, and his 
law, are inſulted ; for the adulterer and adultereſs 
are let go free, and are even allowed to enter into 
unholy wedlock. By the Jewiſh law (which was the 
law of God), they were both to die. Under the 
pure Chriſtian diſpenſation, ſhall they not only 
Tape, but be put on a level with the virtuous ? 

CEN NE as Surely 


Ln Se. 
Surely the woman, at teaft, duglit © be marked 


with ſome perſonal infamy, and in n 10 0 cals be pet. el 
mitted to matry again. . 
Gaming, though not perhaps f Greg a5 infultto 9 
God, is no leſs pertilticus int its effects. It ſeems to | 


defy the exiſting laws, ard therefore calls for new 


Ones. 
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* Swear not at all,” — Above all things, my bre- 


thren, ſwear not.” Such are the ſtrong expreſſions 
of our facred code. How then can we hope to be 


| excuſed or pardoned, when we multiply oaths by 
every new law, till they are become almoſt words 6f 
courſe, and have loſt all that reverence which was 


formerly annexed to them, and without which, they 
can only increaſe our condemnation-! 

A Cuſtom-houſe oath is already proverbial, and a 
tax oath is in great danger of becoming ſo. Were 


no oath adminiſtered, bat in a public court, by the 


Judge himſelf, and with the utmoſt poſſible folem- 


"nity, it would imprefs both the witneſs and the avi. 
dience with a juſt ſenſe of its awful nature. In all 


other cafes, the ſigning a declaration of the truth 
of the evidence given, and the juſtneſs of the pu- 
niſhinent to be incurred if it prove falſe, would be 
more decent, and at leaſt as effectual as the oath now 
adminiſtered. 
* Remember the Sabbath day, to Kitep/it HOLY.” 
—* In it thou ſhalt not do any work ; thou nor thy 


ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man fervant, nor thy 


maid ſervant, nor thy cattle.” Whoſoever doth 
G any 
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an ova the Sabbath day, he ſhall ſurely be put 
to death; „uch is God's. lau; but what is our 
practice: 2 Look at our ſtreets and roads, and ſee 
them crowded, not merely with the carriages of 
the great, but with ſtages full of - travellers, and | 
Waggons loaded with goods. Surely when we are 
diſtreſſed for new taxes, a heavy Sunday toll might 
be laid throughout the iſland, to check at leaſt, if 

we will not prohibit, the groſs profanation of. the 
"Lond s day, that fertile ſource of, immorality. And 
if no. public houſes, except inns on great roads, 
Vere ſuffered to be open on Sundays, it would pre- 
vent ſome murders, many. robberies, and infinite 


5 A * . 
= „ 
: a ® 7 
= -. 


13 LF 


IE any * ſhould be wn 5 to think the pre- 
ſent fate of things in this country not ſuch as to 
Warrant the anxiety and alarm expreſſed i in the pre- 
ceding pages: let him read attentiyely the following 
extracts from the writings of, two. of the ableſt men 
of the age; and, having, ſo done, let him conſider 

the events which have ſince happeped, and the alte- 

ration which has ſince taken Place i in our national 

principles and morals; and then ſay—what their 
ſentiments would now . 7 bf 

* Seldom any ſtate is moved. but there are evi- 
dent ſignals and preſages « of it. In general, without 


the ſpirit of prophecy, it is no difficult matter to 
| | perceive 
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perceive when cities jb 8 are tepding, to- 
wards their final period and diſſolution. There are 
as certain, tokens and ſymptoms. of; a Www 


| and decay in the body politic, ag. in the body natu- 
ral. Iwould not preſage ill to my country; but, 
when we conſider the many heinous and preſump 


tuous ſins of this nation; the licentiouſnels, and 
violation of all order and dtcipline, 3 the daring in- 


ſolence of robbers and ſmugglers, i in open defiance | 


of all law and juſtice ; the factions and. diviſions ; „ 


the venality and corruption; the avarice and profu- | 
fion of all ranks and degrees among us; the total 
want of public ſpirit, and ardent paſſion for private 


ends and intereſts ;- the luxury and gaming and diſ- 
ſoluteneſs in high life, and the lazineſs and . 


enneſs and debauchery in low life ; and above all, 
that barefaced ridicule of all virtue and decency ; i 


and that ſcandalous neglect, and I with I could not 


ſay contempt of all. public worthip and religion — 
When we conſider theſe things, theſe ſigns « of the 
times, the ſtouteſt and moſt ſanguine of us all. muſt 
tremble at the natural and probable conſequences of 


them. God give us Grace, that we may know, at 
leaſt, in this our day, the things which belong unto our 
peace, before they are hid from our eyzs. Never may 
ſuch blindneſs happen to us as befell the Jews; but 
may we ſeek the Lord while he may be found, and call 
upon him while he is near ; and return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon us, and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon.” — Biſhop Newton, on the 
. Val. II. p. 239. 
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i you day a nativn aiſtingulſhed 95 irrell. 
Sion and contetpt of chings ficred ;" by licentiout. 
dels, fackion, luxuty, diffipation, and efernitracy ; 
be affured chat, without a reformation, and a return 
to firſt principles, the conqueſt of that nation by 
dane er is becoming more and more feaſible 
efery day; ; the fanie vices, which provoke Uivine 
ce, preparing the way for its exerution. 
© x Bat | "20 the charsReriſtics of the ancient people 
o& God, in the times preceding their feveral captl- 
vities. Such was the caſe when the old Affyrtan 
empire periſhed with Sardanapalus; when Babylon 
Vas furprized by Cyrus; het Darius was ovet- 
thrown by Alexander; when. Greece fell utider the 
domimon of the Romans; when theſe laſt were 
"overwhelmed by the Northern nations, and when 
_  Coniftantihople was taken by the Turks. Every 
man, who has the profperity of his country A 
beat, mould very ſeriouſly cceiſider, how far thee - - 
tokens are to be found upon outfelves ; and whit 
can be done to prevent the farther fpreading of the 
infsckiob: and to eradieate the ſeeds of the difor. 


